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‘Whitney	Houston	was	as	talented	as	they	
come,	although,	the	abuse	of	life	caught	up	to	
her.’	

By	Zinia	Prasad	

	

Whitney	Houston	Looks	Exhausted	prior	to	Hunter	Valley’s	concert,	
Unknown,	28th	of	February	2010	

A star can only have a positive 

representation, if the means of media 
wasn’t so influential on the many fans who 
glorify their art. Although the media seeks 
to destroy this ‘glorified’ image that many 
fans have set in their minds. For Whitney 
Houston the media representation, 

destroyed her somewhat angelic image. 
Most of her negative features were 
exposed through emotive, figurative and 
colloquial language in Mark Seal’s article 
for Vanity Fair, “The Devils in Diva” 
written in 2012.  

Drug addiction, false love and a gospel 
conscience were three parts of Whitney 
Houston. Seal seemed to think Whitney’s 
voice was almost angelic when he says, 
“the glory of Whitney Houston’s voice 
was evidence of the power of God.” Seal 
uses strong emotive language to represent 
innocence - Whitney Houston - ‘gospel 
singer’ with an angelic voice.  

  Seal seems to think Whitney was all 
about the drugs, when he states, “Whitney 
Houston was a walking advertisement for 
the evils of drug abuse.” This metaphor 
not only enforces her as being a disjointed 
drug abuser, but also as an influence on 
many women who looked up to her. Even 
to Seal she was “stick skinny” and 
“unhealthy” during the depth of her drug 
addiction, which to women might be 
viewed as a good side effect of drugs, as 
many women are striving for the body of 
their celebrity idols.   

  “Disjointed”, was the only word Larry 
Shane, writing for the Washington Post 
under “Whitney Houston Gets Bad Press,” 
could find to describe Houston’s erratic 
and unruly behaviour during the prime of 
her singing career. The use of verbs and 
adjectives in Shane’s article help to 
enforce how ridiculous Houston was 
behaving. As well as his use of rhetorical 
questions, jargon and slang. Which he uses 
to his advantage to passively position the 
reader into thinking of Houston negatively. 
Even Shane thought she was going 
through a dark patch, when he labels it as 
“Whitney’s troubled times.” Shane 
labelled it right, as it perfectly describes 
her behaviour - using alliteration which 
gives a greater impact on readers. 
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Even Seal portrayed Houston as “the voice 
of our time”, where he uses pathos, to 
create a feeling of nostalgia among 
readers. By creating this emotion, it makes 
readers remanence the glory days of 
Houston, by remembering her as the 
glorified singer she was, and what she had 
become. Shane agrees by saying, “she 
blamed a sore throat for voice problems.” 
Although, it was more than just a general 
sore throat. Through evaluative language, 
it positions people into a distant thought on 
how Houston really valued singing. Daily 
Telegraph agreed with the fact that 
Houston was not appreciating her talent in 
singing, when they label her voice as 
“savaging’. The use of language features 
in the article, such as emotive language, is 
to make the readers feel ashamed of what 
Houston was prioritising. 

The media portrayed Houston as a drug 
hungry addict. On the flip side, no one 
really understood the reasoning for the loss 
of voice and heart. “Singing about her 
life”, The Daily Telegraph uses emotive 
and figurative language to draw on the 
heartstrings of her many fans, to make 
them feel as though she has reasons for her 
actions.  

You would imagine a singer to be doing 
vocal warm-ups or maybe having a little 
social before a performance. Though it 
seems Houston defies all this when Daily 
Telegraph captures the picture shown, in 
their article titled “Whitney Houston looks 
exhausted prior to Hunter Valley’s 
Concert” in February of 2010. Houston 
was doing the bare minimum, even the 
photo could illustrate the lack of effort.  

We can see through the visual features 
represented that she is overly exhausted. 
Houston’s stance shows her having little to 
no energy. Her hair is less than just wavy, 
it is dishevelled. The facial expression 
expressed portrays her as frazzled. The 
way she was dressed is not what could be 
considered Valentino, yet alone Kmart, it 

was … no words can really describe it but 
scruffy. “Puffy Houston “as Telegraph 
describes it.  

Houston’s show wasn’t any better than her 
scruffy shirt. Her performance failed to 
regale the audience, but instead derailed 
them. Even The Telegraph agreed, “her 
acoustic set of old favourites unfortunately 
could not hide the obvious problems with 
her voice, the strains and coughs”. 
Telegraph uses strong modality and 
emotive language to position the reader 
into a negative ideology of her as a singer. 
“It’s terrible “, “Houston rallied the final 
three songs”, the use of strong modality 
and colloquial language used by The 
Telegraph to tug on the disappointed 
heartstrings further. Houston was 
becoming the singer no one thought she 
would become.   

A singer with potential and inspirational 
qualities, brought down by drugs and an 
abusive relationship is how the media 
wants us to remember Whitney Houston. 
Through strong media perception, she will 
be remembered as a strong and powerful 
singer who just ended up skidding, 
ironically - just remember not everything 
the media portrays is as true as you may 
think. 
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